
To whom it may concern within the P&Z commission,  

My name is Frederick (Tommy) Monahan. This letter is to support the progression of farmers 

and their profession in the city of Shelton. 

I am 23 years old, born and raised here in Shelton on Saw Mill City Rd. I work with my 

parents, Fred and Stacia, running and operating Stone Gardens Farm. Since I was a little kid I 

was out in the fields, planting, picking vegetables, weeding, unloading hay, spreading fertilizer, 

working on equipment, fixing fence, as well as tending to livestock just to name a few jobs 

performed on a farm on a year to year basis. When I was 15-16 years old, in high school, many 

of my friends and kids that I grew up with in the neighborhood began working with me on the 

farm, learning many real time useful life skills. Such as quick math at a farmer’s market, how to 

patch a tire on a machine that is needed that day to finish whatever job was at hand, or time 

management when getting a large picklist done for our vegetable CSA on a 95 degree day. 

In recent years a new generation of kids have come looking for work, first jobs just 

trying to make some money. Two kids are Nonnewaug high school students looking to fill their 

SAE program hours. As Ag students they are required to work 200 hours every year of their high 

school career. A number of other kids are just high school age, who are looking to make some 

money, however I take it as a responsibility working with these teenage kids. These experiences 

can and will shape the way they look at life and how they act and treat other people. As well as 

give them backgrounds in public relations, problem solving, project planning and execution, and 

numerous other skills that will carry with them throughout their whole lives.  

All of these skillsets are also traits of an aspiring boss, or leader in any respected field of 

work, I used all these lessons and decided I did not want to go to college. I graduated high 

school in 2017 and jumped right into work at Stone Gardens. In the past 5 years I have had the 

pleasure of crossing paths with a number of kids who are eager to work and learn. As stated 

earlier there a wide range of skills obtained throughout working on a farm. That is what I find 

most rewarding about what I do, seeing the next generation having the option to come to me 

and learn something new after school. I can see the natural leaders shine a little and have fun 

at the same time.  

I’m not saying that everyone needs to work on a farm to learn about life. But seeing how 

these kids are taking day to day lessons they learn on the farm and from me, I see how vital the 

option is. Not only these kids but those who work seasonally at Jones Tree Farm, Fairview Tree 

Farm, Laurel Glen Farm, as well as the many other farms right here in Shelton. As long as the 

option is there then there will always be an outlet for the people who know they want to 

provide food for the public.   

As well as showing them that there is the chance to progress within the industry, just 

because I’m a farmer doesn’t mean I should be constrained to the publics idea of what a farmer 

is; long hours every day of the year, with little to no return on my efforts, never getting the 

chance to progress like the accountants and real estate agents have in the world. Like every 



other industry has in the world, why shouldn’t farmers have the same option to become good 

at what they do, have fun with it, and make as much money as they possibly can?  

Many people I know go to the grocery store, grab a head of lettuce, a tomato, or a 

chicken or steak, but have no idea what it took to get it there. Many farmers work in the 

shadows to get that tomato or steak onto the consumers kitchen table. They are happy not 

knowing and that’s okay, but they cannot be the ones to write laws on how farmers can and 

can’t get them that chicken. Education of the next generation is the key to any future success, 

and starting at a local level is the start. Stone Gardens Farm is a strong believer in the next 

generation, myself, my future children, and any and all high school kids that cross my path, will 

take something away from the farm. Knowledge is power and providing food for the public is an 

industry that has to survive otherwise no one else will. 

 

Tom Monahan 


