
To Whom It May Concern: 
 

Our names are Randy and Victoria Rogowski and we own and operate Laurel Glen Farm 
on Waverly Road in Shelton. We are writing in support of the proposed zoning changes as they 
pertain to farm stands in residential zones. Specifically, we feel that an increase in the current 
permitted square footage of farm stands is necessary in today’s agricultural climate. The 
current zoning regulations represent a time in Shelton’s history when small roadside stands 
were common – when you could make a quick stop for fresh tomatoes or eggs from a tent or 
stall on the side of the road. The notion of a farm stand has evolved since then, as the number 
of roadside stands and farms have decreased and a public interest in the local food movement 
has been revitalized. In order to better serve the community and bring as much local, high-
quality food to families as possible, we feel that an increase in permitted square footage for 
farm stands is appropriate. 
 In previous years at the farmers’ market, we have paid for three 10’x10’ tent spaces – an 
area that represents the current permissible square footage of a farm stand in a residential 
zone. We grow over 75 different varieties of vegetables, and at the height of the season, these 
tents are maxed out with product. Our market offerings represent only a fraction of the 
produce that we harvest and sell in a day, and three tents’ worth of space is tight for product 
and shoppers. With produce and surfaces, only a small section remains for shoppers to be 
under cover. Though on a seasonable day at the market, a line of customers outside of the tent 
wouldn’t be a problem, it’s an unrealistic situation for a farm stand. Farm stands operate in all 
of the elements and most, if not all, months out of the year. Operating a busy, profitable farm 
stand warrants an expansion to the current zoning regulations. 
 Furthermore, there are additional reasons for increasing square footage regulations. 
Food safety standards are always evolving. Farm stands need additional space for coolers and 
freezers, depending on the products sold. At farmers’ markets that span only a few hours, 
coolers might not be necessary, though they certainly would be for a vegetable farm for the 
duration of a summer day. For a farm that sells products that require refrigeration for safety, 
cooler space is a non-negotiable. A farm stand that exceeds 300 square feet might include 
display surfaces, coolers, and freezers, in addition to a checkout location and space for 
customers to shop comfortably. It is appropriate for zoning regulations to be updated as the 
safety requirements of a farm stand evolve. 

One might make the argument that farmers can open a retail space in another 
commercially zoned location, or vend at the farmers’ market. Though we feel fortunate to have 
a successful market in town, the reality is that neither of these options will solely support a full-
time farming family. To pay for a lease isn’t a position that most farmers can afford, and 
markets can be incredibly unpredictable depending on the weather. Many markets only 
operate for 5 months out of the year – a time frame in which farmers cannot realistically 
generate enough income to support their family. Having a farm-stand on-site also offers the 
opportunity for farmers to multi-task – to work on washing and packing produce or in a nearby 
barn or greenhouse when not working directly with customers. Ultimately this allows farmers 
to potentially generate more income and keep the cost of products down. 

But more than that, selling agricultural products off-farm strips the farm of its essence. 
At the heart of the local food movement is a desire for community members to recognize and 



teach their children where food comes from. To transport goods off the farm would negate 
every effort that farmers make to reduce emissions, improve the quality of food by reducing 
transport time, and to show the community exactly where the food is grown. Restocking fresh 
produce on demand can’t be accomplished elsewhere. The testimony of our incredible 
customers and the joy that they express when visiting our farm can’t be replicated in any other 
retail location.  

We feel incredibly grateful to have a farm that is so well-received and supported by the 
local community. As of 2020, we are both farming full-time – a blessing that is a testament to 
the public’s interest in local food. But, we still have a long way to go to ensure our own 
profitability and our children’s – an achievement that simply can’t be possible with a roadside 
stand or a few months of vending at the farmers’ market. We currently have no intention to 
build a new structure if the proposed zoning changes are approved, but we whole-heartedly 
believe in the necessity of updating the current regulations. We hope that one day our children 
will be able to sustain our farm here in Shelton, and believe that these zoning changes are the 
best way to ensure a future for the next generation of farmers. We thank you for your 
consideration. 

 
Respectfully, 
Randy and Victoria Rogowski 
Laurel Glen Farm 


