
Good morning – my name is Lauren Casalveri.  I live at 3 Hidden Pond Lane and I am not in favor of this 

proposal as outlined.  I’ve been a proud Shelton resident for about 54 of my 59 years.  I grew up in beautiful 

White Hills and now live in the Huntington area of Shelton.  My parents moved here from Ansonia in 1961 

and were extremely active and devoted community volunteers as am I.  My Dad was head of the Chamber of 

Commerce, the Board of Education, wrote grants that founded the Lower Naugatuck Valley Alcoholism 

Center and served proudly on the Board of the Griffin Hospital for several years.  My Mom was active in 

various Valley charities and Boards and led the Valley Chapter of the American Red Cross for almost two 

decades.  And, I was what my Mom called their “involuntary volunteer” behind all those scenes.  I was in the 

background supporting community blood drives, driving needy patients, delivering meals, writing grants and 

was a Shelton Youth sports coach for over a decade.  And, I too, served on various community Boards and as 

an active volunteer. 

I tell you this because I want you to know that I love this town and community and what I’m going to say and 

ask for is because of that long love story and not because of anything else.   I, nor any of my family, have ever 

asked our community or local government for anything.  We just gave. 

Now, I am asking for thoughtful and leadership driven consideration of a problem that I consider to be 

important to people who pay their taxes and people who love Shelton as I do. 

The proposal to develop land on Route 108 on the Trumbull border of Shelton is important to me because my 

property is adjacent to it.  I have had the privilege and pleasure of owning a home there since 1996.  I also 

had the pleasure of being neighbors and friends with Bob and Joan Watson who owned that property that 

has been purchased by Mr. Grasso for development.   

While it was always likely that the property would be purchased and developed with multiple homes after 

Mr. and Mrs. Watson passed, it was always my hope that the purchaser would have an appreciation for the 

beautiful, woodsy and bucolic piece of nature that it is.  Both Bob and Joan Watson were courted for years by 

various developers to sell their land for a great deal of money.  They routinely refused as they enjoyed and 

cared for the property as it was – wildly beautiful, private, bursting with wildlife and a real sanctuary.  They 

were wonderfully kind people who once personally dug up and re-planted me a string of evergreens that 

came right from that property to provide privacy for our backyard area.  When they first planted them, my 

husband and I were a bit skeptical.  We called them our row of Charlie Brown Christmas trees, but to our 

amazement and delight, with Mrs. Watson’s faithful watering, they are now beautiful, healthy 30-foot blue 

spruces that are gorgeous.   Together we also re-built the long, historic stone wall that sit between our 

properties.  Basically, taking what was there, respecting it and enhancing it. 

I tell you these few stories to make sure you know, and we all remember that the Watsons were wonderful 

stewards of a large and beautiful piece of Shelton land for over 50 long years.  I think that this served Shelton 

very well.  The Watson property is the first area a visitor sees who enters our city via Route 108 past historic 

Nichols and toward Huntington Center.  It sets an important impression of our City.   Coming in this way, one 

gets the impression that Shelton is a beautiful, ruraI, uncrowded community.  I don’t know how many times 

people who learn I live in that area who are from all over the state visiting the soccer field there and various 



business acquaintances, they’ll all tell me what a beautiful town Shelton must be and how unblemished from 

over-crowding and over-population.   

 

And, so, while I understand that Mr. Grasso has purchased this property and has every right to develop it and 

make his profit from it, I don’t think it is in Shelton’s best interest to have this property built out in the way 

that he has proposed.  A way that doesn’t respect the aesthetics of the area nor the wishes or the investment 

that those of us who live in the area have made.  The proposal to put 18 houses in this 12 acres of land and to 

place houses in a way that devalues the property of those who live near it is wrong and unfair.   

We’re asking for the Board of Planning and Zoning to require a proposal that respects that current aesthetics 

of the area and the taxpayers who live there.  We’ve seen other developments by Mr. Grasso and they lack a 

recognition of the adjacent properties and appear that they are being crammed into an area to maximize the 

profit without regard to the land, the appearance and the fit with surrounding homes.   

Part of Mr. Grasso’s plan is also to insert a house between the existing home and my property.  This would 

require removing the existing barn structure and placing a house that would be extremely close to my 

property (unlike other homes in the area) and also it would situate the new house, so that the Watson’s old 

home which was thoughtfully situated on an angle, now will face the side of the proposed new home with 

very little distance between them.  Something that would surely negatively impact the aesthetic of Route 

108, the homeowners across the street as well as my property. 

We ask that you approve instead a compromise.   Instead of 18 approved homes, please consider 12 or 13 

homes, in addition to the 4 acres of proposed open space, which would be much more in sync with all the 

adjacent neighborhoods – the homes along Nichols Ave, Kazo Drive, Isinglass Road, Canfield Drive, 

September and Honeybee Lane and Hidden Pond Lane.  Also, we would ask that you not agree to his 

proposal of the lot # 18.   This would ruin the aesthetics of the original home, my home and further devalue 

the homes in the area.  As part of the compromise, merging lots 17 and 18 into one, would maintain the 

beautiful original homestead and reduce the likelihood of my home being devalued. 

And, I ask you not to make a decision until you have driven out to this location yourselves  – walk the 

property, walk my property, review the adjacent area and home and lot diversity and take a drive from 

Trumbull into Shelton and see what the rest of us see in terms of the importance of 1) making the best 

decision on behalf of the City of Shelton and its image; 2) protecting the current taxpayers and homeowners 

who chose this area for its rural, private and woodsy location with its eclectic homes and properties and 3) 

finding an appropriate compromise for all involved.   

Again, we ask that the compromise be fewer homes in the plan as well as ensuring that the lot that will 

encompass the original Watson home be a combination of sorts of lots 17 and 18. 

I thank you for your time and consideration. 


