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     CITY OF SHELTON 

   SHELTON FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
TUESDAY, JUNE 2ND, 2009 

7:30 P.M., Room 204 
 

 
Commissioners Present:  

Mike Maglione, Chairman  
Marc Connolly, Commissioner 
Gary Field, Commissioner 
John Sonsini, Commissioner 
Bruce Kosowsky, Commissioner 

 
Also Present:  

Francis Jones, Fire Chief 
Tim Hongo, Assistant Chief 
Kim Wells, Clerk 
 

  
A.  Call to Order  
The meeting was called to order at 07:33 PM EST by Chairman Maglione.  

 
B.  Pledge of Allegiance 
All in attendance recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
C.  Public Participation Paul Hays, Chairman of the Awards Committee 
Paul Hays, Chairman of the Awards Committee.  Paul discussed  two points.  First, they want to change 
insurance carrier from AIG to Combined Insurance of America.  For any new participants, they will be 
insured under new carrier.  With this, Paul will question why we can not change all our participants over 
to new carrier.  Second, they made a change to their invoicing process, where they want to anticipate the 
changes in the plans and invoices ahead of time.  It is a procedural change.  Paul stated that it works 
better for us, gives us idea of what costs are ahead of time.  There was also a third item about delinquent 
members that was discussed.  Chairman Maglione asked Paul Hays to write up a letter for the board so 
they can look it over for discussion at next meeting and make decision then.  First item about AIG to 
Combined Insurance of America will be discussed further under Old Business/Rewards. 
 
D.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES   Minutes of Regular Meeting May 5th, 2009 

 
Commissioner Sonsini motioned to approve the minutes of the May 5th , 2009 Regular Meeting 
with the following amendment on page 2 spelling of the word shipments to Shipman’s under Item 
number 4, bullet point number 3 in the Quartermaster Report.  Commissioner Kosowsky 
seconded the motion. 
A voice vote was taken; motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
E.  COMMUNICATIONS  
 
Chairman Maglione read a letter into the record: 
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Commissioner Kosowsky motioned to add two new items to the agenda under New Business 
number 6.  One on training requests and the second is on specks for the self-contained breathing 
apparatus compressor.  Commissioner Connolly seconded the motion. 
A voice vote was taken; motion passed unanimously. 
 
Commissioner Sonsini motioned to add two new items to the agenda under New Business under 
Training.  One on reimbursement to the Huntington Fire Company for the Valley Fire Chief session 
where they provided food and the second one for training division for the training conference that 
they attended in Indianapolis.   Commissioner Connolly seconded the motion. 
A voice vote was taken; motion passed unanimously. 
 
Commissioner Sonsini motioned to add new item to the agenda under New Business number 7.  
Motion is to add the two Assistant Chief positions to approve them for one more year from July 
1st, 2009 through June 30th, 2010.  Commissioner Connolly seconded the motion. 
A voice vote was taken; motion passed unanimously. 
 
Commissioner Sonsini motioned to add new item under New Business number 8 to agenda to 
request two cars to go to New England Chief Show in Massachusetts and one car for Fire House 
Expo in July for Lt. Martus.  Commissioner Kosowsky seconded the motion. 
A voice vote was taken; motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
 
F.  REPORTS: 
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1.  Fire Chiefs Report Fran Jones   
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Commissioner Sonsini motioned to put together a letter of support for the Fire Chief’s proposal.  
Commissioner Field seconded the motion. 
A voice vote was taken; motion passed unanimously. 
 
Commissioner Kosowsky motioned to accept the Fire Chiefs’ Report.  Commissioner Sonsini 
seconded the motion. 
A voice vote was taken; motion passed unanimously. 
 

2.  Fire Marshal James Tortora - none 
 
3.  Training Coordinator  - none 

 
4.  Quartermaster Report Marc Connelly 
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Commissioner Sonsini motioned to accept the Quartermaster’s Report.  Commissioner Field 
seconded the motion. 
A voice vote was taken; motion passed unanimously. 
 

5.  Commissioner Sonsini -none 
 
6.  Commissioner Connolly – A/C and lighting issues need to be addressed immediately 
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7.  Commissioner Field -none 
 
8.  Commissioner Kosowsky - none 
 
9.  Commissioner Maglione – Chairman’s Report - none 

 
 
 

G.  OLD BUSINESS 
1.  Assistant Chief’s Description 
 

Commissioner Field motioned to table Item.  Commissioner Sonsini seconded the motion. 
A voice vote was taken; motion passed unanimously. 

 
2.  Administrative Associate Job Description 
 

Commissioner Sonsini motioned to table item.  Commissioner Field seconded the motion. 
A voice vote was taken; motion passed unanimously. 

 
3.  Awards Program (LOSAP) 
Commissioner Field went over few minor changes that needed to be done before finalizing it.  Marc 
Connolly went over motion that was made at May meeting and deadline was not met.  
Commissioner Field made motion to override motion from May.  LOSAP Committee must vote 
approval of document with changes.  Item is now tabled to July meeting pending approval of the 
LOSAP committee.  Everybody has copy now and can review it prior to July meeting. 
 

Commissioner Field motioned that Commissioners approve this as written with the new minor 
changes.  Commissioner Sonsini seconded the motion. 
A voice vote was taken; motion passed unanimously. 
 
Motion was overriding motion made by Marc Connolly from the May 5th, 2009 Regular Meeting stating: 
A motion was made by Commissioner Connolly to have the corrected version by May 30th for 
review prior to the next meeting, or else table the plan changes to the following year. The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Sonsini.   
A vote was taken and the count was 3 for and 1 abstaining from voting. (Commissioner Field 
abstained.) 
 

4.  Radio update – Antenna for White Hills is on order and should be installed soon.  Under bids is 
the  contract for Northeastern which is due by July 1st and Chief needs to know if we are 
moving forward on it.  This needs to go to purchasing first and then Commission.  Must be on 
July Meeting Agenda. 

 
5.  470 Howe avenue letter – already spoke about 
 
6.  Deputy Chief position – position is on hold  

 
    
H.  NEW BUSINESS 

1.  Develop Policy for Special Requirements in Job Descriptions 
2.  Reorganization of the Shelton Fire Dept. 
3.  Fire Board responsibilities 
 

Commissioner Sonsini motioned to Table Item 1, 2, and 3.  Commissioner Connolly seconded the 
motion.  A voice vote was taken; motion passed unanimously. 

 
4.  Training 
 

Commissioner Sonsini motioned to reimburse Chief and Assistant Chief Hongo for expenses 
associated with the FDIC.  Commissioner Kosowsky seconded the motion. 



June 2nd, 2009                             Board of Fire Commissioners                               Page 8 of 9 
 Regular Meeting Minutes 
 
A voice vote was taken; motion passed unanimously. 
 
Commissioner Sonsini motioned to reimburse Rob Cummings of Valley Fire Chiefs for $57.42.  
Commissioner Field seconded the motion. 
A voice vote was taken; motion passed unanimously. 

 
5.  Bids for year 2010 
 

Commissioner Kosowsky motioned to forward to the secretary, put a cover letter on it and send it 
to the purchasing department for the three bids which were for minimum qualification for the 
apparatus repairs, small tool repairs, and pump testing.  Commissioner Connolly seconded the 
motion. 
A voice vote was taken; motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
Commissioner Connolly motioned to go back to Old Business / Awards Program.  Commissioner 
Sonsini seconded the motion. 
A voice vote was taken; motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
G.  OLD BUSINESS 

3.  Awards Program 
 

Commissioner Kosowsky motioned to approve the change from AIG/AI to Combined Insurance 
Company of America.  Commissioner Sonsini seconded the motion. 
A voice vote was taken; motion passed unanimously. 

 
Commissioner Kosowsky motioned to go back to Item number 6 under New Business.  
Commissioner Sonsini seconded the motion. 
A voice vote was taken; motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
H.  NEW BUSINESS 
 6. Training for AED CPR and SCBA specs for the self-contained breathing apparatus compressors. 
They are trying to get unit replaced.  No firm pricing given.  Would like purchasing, while writing up cover letter, 
to ask what kind of multiple discounts would be available. 
 
Commissioner Sonsini motioned to reimburse Company 5 up to $200.00 for training related to 
AED CPR.  Commissioner Field seconded the motion. 
A voice vote was taken; motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
Commissioner Kosowsky motioned that this be forwarded to purchasing to go to bid.  
Commissioner Connolly seconded the motion. 
A voice vote was taken; motion passed unanimously. 
 
 

7.  2 Assistant Chief Positions. 
 

Commissioner Kosowsky motioned to reappoint Assistant Chief Michael Ullrich and Assistant 
Chief Daryl Osiecki to one year appointments starting July 1st, 2009 and end on June 30th, 2010 to 
be forwarded to the mayor’s office.  Commissioner Sonsini seconded the motion. 
A voice vote was taken; motion passed 3 in favor and 1 opposed with Commissioner Field 
opposing. 
 
 

8.  Cars 
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Commissioner Sonsini motioned to request two cars to go to New England Chief Show in 
Massachusetts in June and one car for Fire House Expo in Maryland in mid-July.  Commissioner 
Kosowsky seconded the motion. 
A voice vote was taken; motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
Commissioner Field motioned to add the appointment of training coordinator under New 
Business number 9.  Commissioner Sonsini seconded the motion. 
A voice vote was taken; motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
Commissioner Kosowsky motioned to go into Executive Session to discuss the training 
coordinators position and the current individuals.  Commissioner Connolly seconded the motion. 
A voice vote was taken; motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
I.  EXECUTIVE SESSION – HOMELAND SECURITY 

1.  Interview of applicants for training Coordinator 
2.  Discussion of interviews 
3.  Selection 
 

H.  NEW BUSINESS 
 
9.  Appointment of Training Coordinator 

 
Commissioner Kosowsky motioned to appoint Jo Lynn Van Wart as the Training Coordinator 
starting on July 1st, 2009 for two years.  Commissioner Connolly seconded the motion. 
A voice vote was taken; motion passed unanimously. 

 
 
J.  ADJOURNMENT 
 
Commissioner Kosowsky motioned to adjourn.  Commissioner Sonsini seconded the motion. 
A voice vote was taken; motion passed unanimously. 
 
MEETING ADJOURNED AT 9:03 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Kimberly Wells 
Kimberly Wells, Clerk  
 
1 TAPE ON FILE IN TOWN CLERK’S OFFICE 
 
 
 
 
 
 


